Frozen section: Its role in gynaecological oncology.
The use of frozen section has greatly impacted on the care of the gynaecological oncology patient. Frozen section allows intraoperative evaluation to distinguish benign from malignant tumors in order to tailor the extent of surgery necessary. Frozen section diagnosis in gynaecological oncology is sufficiently sensitive and specific for clinical use. Generally, the false negative rate is low and the false positive rate is negligible. Deferred diagnoses or incompatible frozen section diagnosis is usually due to technical limitations especially for the mucinous ovarian tumors. This review summarises the available literature on the accuracy, limitations and role of frozen section for individual gynaecological tumors.